
september 10, 1973 

Profamor B.A. brisk 
Leboretory of Geuetiu 
wreity of laecon8l.n 
GeeeticeBullding 
Hedseon, wieeowin 53706 

Iher Alex, 

I cenwttell youubetewerafeel~wee ev~kedby~our letter 
af September 6th. It mada Y rmgmt that I wm net c&mu te lppd to be 
able to embrece jyoo. It mda w think I rmally bevm wver edequetely 
expreeed the epprecietico that I hdaed felt for the way frw had lo&ad 
rfeerr, fru toe -tetthe rim tokaowthkhade of probleme 
that you mat have feeed in l a my eppdatnmt. My owe later 
experWbcehee g~mmtbper8pectfncmemeed8 tote&rutemd it but 
I bed eever really placed ynur reepowlbilitiee vie-e-v&a -ttSng m 
eterted In &et parmpect1tn. 

There were may irrtereetiRg thing* ia the corm you #se 
able to ti m, altbotllgb wily a faw touched om my main mtivu in ulcfag 
you to dQ It up. Thie mtive vu to get l furtbet drxm on the l ttitudea 
of bio&&ste end of ecedak drinirtretore cwaaab the new develupmntr 
iomoleculer$eeetlce thatwere fuetbreek2e~ettbetti.m. Inevlteblythls 
t8OfcmBr~ deeplyletemf.egledFlithmeeeree of pereoael nputetloa. I ten 
hardly be totally mdatrrruted in this but too UOJ ymera have pesod for 
m to coathue to beve 8 deeply norbid eur&orfty l bout the lore penonal 
~~co~rpeople felt ebaut l breeb yeuq men who bed fuet rterted hie 

. 

I crobevm no qu8mlwithtbe reatrictiam l ttecbed totbelettertht 
you mntlewd a* betI@ witted from th3.a met. I hope though that it au be 
paaeible to teg that ira the w~verafty erchivee, m that ft aey eventually 
be pert of l mere complete record rhould em have th Intermet to follow 
it up further euetiae Litb frrtura. X bava reell~beenvetydiecf~~regedto 
flad bow meta iatereeting aad laportmt ueter%el hee beee loet or deetroyed. 
%eo~~~I~fwtrrplirdtoequr~,vhichIt~ruLaa6vcry 
releted to q ova burr-, fror the Stenford llbrery erchbee whkh McKee 
8 -t in thi8 direction. 

There %a one poiat in the correeponduce that, te be quite candid, 
did l tertle me, though Lt le eely by way of raasncling Y whet I Imew vwy 
welleedheve leersed to fosgett tslrexteettorhich Hrecewvea %eeuytme'e 
afad 19 jtUti*iPg aced- eppointmmta. The refrreueu is the88 letter8 are 
of cowrae all by wey of eiacere efforts to overcome that kind of prejudice, 
but they era irrrritebly met eloqwnt in qmakbg to the etmwpbn that 
they me dea&md to pmetrete. Whet I find elmet emhag ir thet l met 
of ettributee that might uell bewe beee ceweed for legitimate crltlctsm 
were connected with my racial bactrgrorrrrd rether them with my own pereaaelity. 
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Obviously we face the seae 'Idnd of coefwian brtwwn permoe aed group today, 
evee though the erme haa sNfted ta other l theic ereee: The correspondence 
did do me e l ervhe by remindlag me of tba role of enti-Seeitic feeling 19 
the development of various aced&c dieciplieecr. Thle wae mmethieg I could 
herdly be totally oblitioue about although I had been looking at it from a 
rather different aegle. 

Alex, I reellyhevebeendieeppointed Ihaveeotsucceededin making a 
more direct contribution to agriculture by wey of epplicetiaarr of my work in 
genetica. Of couree, I do not ?ume to lecture myself about the eeed to eetabllrh 
the beelc foundetfonr in order for this to bappee eed there are alreedy many 
marts for whfch I ten clelm to have mede eom initial contributfoe. I do not 
th&nk this wes entirely my oue fault -- the agricultural re8eerch edmlni#tratloe 
certainly save very little evidence of lmaglnative thieklns in eupportieg 
project8 that ml&t leed to en urlier applfcetion of molecular genetius to 
agricultural problems. Of course, until we can get the biwbm&#try of seed 
protrim dam to the level where we understend tha aacLrr0 acid eequaucea end the 
regulatorymechan%ameWeaa fuademantalalevela8mhava inmr grasp for 
their bacteriel aneloguem,it ia really difficult to make any rational 
revoluthmery 6teps. Bowever, I thWt the time ir ripe to ezpeet tbia to be 
coming about end I emlootrring forward to joining a conference sttheHetiona1 
Acedeuynexteprhgwhfchheethe development of idear alongtbe~aliaer aa 
oue of ita principel alar. Kxwwing whet we do about genetic etructure, it aeeura 
to me elmort ludlcroua that we menot promptly modify the amino acid wmporition 
of major meed proteins eo ae to improve their nutritive velue eed rrftbout 
prejudicing their crop charecter%8ticr. I[ hope I am not befng unduly inmnaitive 
to the prectfcel problem of breediag plentu in e wey that emuletu our teat 
tube exper&meeta with bacteria! But Carlaon’ moat remet uork with protoplaet 

-fuelon in tobacco la jwt a berbinger of e larltitude of eew techuiqwa that are 
&iii%d-wrpsrge. -- _ 
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Joehua Lederberg 
Proferaor of Genetic8 
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